











































































































Glasgow University Archives. o :
- Papers of Sir Hector Hetherington: notes and texts of addresses,
_ speeches, broadcasts, articles etc., miscellaneous correspondence
. and tributes on his retirement and death, 1916-65; papers and

- correspondence in comnection with Industrial Disputes Tribumal,
. 1947-60. A full inventory is available in S.R.O.
'j,.(Archivist, Glasgow University). 1 -page.
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1023 ~.G1asgow Universitz‘ﬁrchives.
. Papers of Prof. J.B. Cowan: correspondence and papers, 1855~
. 80 including letters relating to service in the Crimea 1855;
burgess tickets and miscellanea, 1757-1839.
(Archivist, Glasgow University). 3 pages.
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Accounting in Scotland: A Historical Bibliography: A Review.

Compiié@ by Janet E.‘Pryce-Jones and annotated by R.H. Parker.
Edinburgh:. ~Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland 1974,
x.98pp. 320 50.

The relationship between the profession of accountancy and business history

in Scotland is an interesting one, since it suggests the question of how

far economic development, for example in the eighteenth century, can be
attributed to the growth of an accurate knowledge of accounting, or whether

this is itself merely a side-effect of the increase in commercial activity.

When we find, for instance, that the Corporation of Glasgow in 1695 appointed
Robert Whytingdale 'for teaching the airt of navigation, bookkeeping, arithmetick
and wryteing', this interest in commercial education would appear to be at

least a pointer to the remarkable development of the city in the following
‘centurye -

The present bibliography, the first to be produced in its field, is

divided into three sections: the first listing books published in Scotland
on accountancy, book-keeping and commercial arithmetic from 1683 to 1920;
the second listing published transcripts of accounts before the early nine-
teenth century, and books and articles discussing these; and the third dealing
with works on the history of accountancy in Scotland. The compiler is a
qualified librarian, and the annotations are by the Professor of Accountancy
at Dundee University, who has also contributed an appendix on the earliest
item in the list, Robert Colinson's Idea Rationaria, published in Edinburgh
in 1683, - The entries are in the standard bibliographical form, and include
locations of copies for each work listed under twelve libraries, nine of
which are in Scotland.

The first and longest section is perhaps the most useful, and should provide
the means for solving the many problems faced by business historians in
dealing with early accounts, since the works listed presumably give the
theoretical foundation for the accounting practices employed. In addition
to this, many of the textbooks amount to manuals of general business practice,
and some deal with more specialised forms of accounts, such as those used by
farmers and customs officials. It is more surprising to find that the
teaching of accounts maintained its early links with the art of calligraphy
throughout the eighteenth century. It was in 1798, for example, that a
Greenock schoolmaster, Colin Buchanan, published The Writingmaster and
Accountant's Assistant, although this title must by then have seemed slightly
old-fashioned.
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The second. section lists accounts in print, mainly consisting of burgh,
estate or household accounts, and government publications such as the
Exchequer Rolls. The majority of these are necessarily much older than the
works listed in the first section, and are not in double-entry form, but

are examples of the older 'charge' and 'discharge' account. In consequence
of this, their relevance to the first section is perhaps doubtful, and the
majority of them are more likely to interest the local historian than the
historian of accountancy. To this section may be added George Gray (ed.),
Account of ‘the Common Good of the Royal Bur h of Ruther len, 1654-1655
Glasgow, 1911). '

Books and artlcles on the history of Scottish accounting form the third
section, which includes material on individual firms and biographical notes on
prominent accountants, drawn from the Accountants Magazine. Indices

of authors and titles, and several illustrations, including reproductions

of specimen pages of accounts from several of the works listed, are also
provideds This bibliography is the first production of the Scottish
Committee on Accounting History, and should'provide the essential foundations
for further work in this field.

A+ Jackson.

38






	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750001
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750002
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750003
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750004
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750005
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750006
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750007
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750008
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750009
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750010
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750011
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750012
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750013
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750014
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750015
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750016
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750017
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750018
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750019
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750020
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750021
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750022
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750023
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750024
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750025
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750026
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750027
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750028
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750029
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750030
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750031
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750032
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750033
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750034
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750035
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750036
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750037
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750038
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750039
	Newsletter Business Archives Council of Scotland, Nos 11 Nov 19750040

